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ABSTRACT: 
 
The question posed in the title is considered in the context of current terminologies. One may 
conclude that landing on instruments (blind) probably does occur, rarely, in the United States, in 
a small number of situations, but would be normally prohibited by regulation.  Suggestions are 
presented to increase the number of instrument landings by means of changes in procedure and 
some improvements in ground and airborne equipments.  Instrument approach occurs routinely, 
usually followed by landing. 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
(1) Instrument = pilot’s (or autopilot’s) cross pointer, presumably with associated basic 
instruments for stable flight:  (2) Landing = touching terrain with landing gear, at least 
temporarily, some will say, without damage, personal or property:  (3) thus, Instrument Landing 
= bringing an airplane successfully onto the ground, with reference to instruments and (by 
implication) without requiring to look out the window for visual reference (“blind”). 
 
CONSIDERATIONS: 
 
(1) It seems that there cannot be a landing without first having a successful approach and that the 

approach maneuver might be accomplished by use of a suitably different set of instruments, 
thus leaving the landing instruments free to be optimized for the specific purpose of landing. 

 
(2) Further considerations would exceed space limitations here. 
 
CONCLUSIONS: 
 
(1) Instrument landings rare: (2) Instrument approach, routine. 
 
SUGGESTIONS – In future developments, it would be helpful always to keep in mind the 
essential differences between approach (navigation) and landing (pilotage) when proposing 
landing system changes. These might include such things as sharper beams, different signal 
formats, procedural requirements, and others. 
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